VENUMADHAV

Once there was a function in the Vijaya Studios Gardens
in Madras in honour of Sri Krishna Menon, the Union Defence
Minister. Sri B.N. Reddy, the famous film Director was in charge
of the cultural programme. As Sri Krishna Menon saw several
programmes of dance and music in the past, Sri B.N. Reddy
arranged Venumadhav's programme for a change.

In the course of the programme, Sri Nagireddy (Sri B.N.
Reddy's brother) asked him to imitate Krishna Menon.
Venumadhav wanted them to take his permission to do it. It was
thoughtful of him to insist on Krishna Menon's prior approval as
a pre-condition for his performance. Otherwise he might take
offence at the rudeness of the artiste in taking liberties with a
V.LR As soon as an announcement was made on the Mike that
he would imitate Krishna Menon, the Defence Minister, Sri O.
Pulla Reddy, Home Secretary, transferred Krishna Menon's hand-
stick to Venumadhav. He took it from him and walked to the
centre of the stage in imitation of his gait and imitated his speech
in the United Nation's Organisation. He demonstrated to the
gathering how Krishna Menon would walk if he wore a lungi
and how he would walk if he wore the western suit. After
delivering his peech, he exited to the side wing of the stage
exactly like Krishna Menon. When he was asked when he listened
to Krishna Menon's speech to have mastered it with such
thoroughness, he replied that he followed his U.N.O speech on
the News Reel of the television. The audience including the Chief
Guest were spellbound. At the end of his performance he walked
to Krishna Menon in imitation of his gait and returned the cane.
There was thunderous applause!

When he visited United States of America, there was an
interesting incident at New York Air Port, According to customs
regulations, visitors were not allowed to carry fruit with them.
Venumadhav was in possession of our Indian mangoes discreetly
tucked away in a corner of the suit case. The duty officer of the
Customs Department opeiied the suit case ^d found on top of